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To the Right Worſhipfull and my Ho- 
© noured Friend 


FOSEPH REEVE Flq; 
"A High Sherift of the County of : 


SURREY. 


SIR, 


| Hen I had perform'd the Service 


which. you were pleasd to call me 


to in the preaching of this Sermon, I bad 
no thoughts of making it more publique. 
And yet in this alſo I was the more eafily 


induced to comply with ycur deſire, becauſe 


of the ſuitableneſs of the Argument to the 
Ape in which we hive: Wherein as men 
bave run into the wildeſt extremittes in other 
things, ſo particularly in the matter of Oats ; 


ſome making conſcience of taking any Oath at © 


all, and too may none at all of breaking them. 
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T6 convince the great miſtake of the one 
extreme, and t0.check! the' gropmg evil and 
miſchief of the other, i the chief deſign of 
this Diſconrſe. To mbich I ſhall be wery 
glad if by God's bleſſing it may prove any 
wiſe ſerviceable; I am © 


In. 


Your very faithfull 


and © 


knable Servant 


" FOHNTILLOTSON: 
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And an Oath for confirmation is to them an 


end of all ſtrife. 


T HE neceſſity of Religion to the ſup- 
port of humane Socict  1n nothing 


rs more evidently than. in this, That the 
oblg tion of an Oath, whuch 1s y neceſlary 
for The maintenance of peace and juſtice a» 
B mong 
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mong men, depends wholly upon. the ſenſe 
and bclicf of a Deity. / For no reaſon/'can be 
imagined why any man that doth not belicyc 
a God, ſhould make therlecaſt conſcience of an 
Oath; which is nothing clſc but a ſolepy, ap- 
peal to God as a witneſs of th3 truth of whacr 
we fay. So that whoever ' promotes Atheiſm 
and Infidelity doth the moſt deſtructive thing 
imaginable to humane Society , . becauſe he 
takes away. the reyergace andy oblygation of 
Oaths: And whenever thaf-15, genctally caft 
eff, ..humane Soaety muſt "disband;,- and alt 
things run into: difofder. : The uſt ſenſe 
whereof .made David. cry-out to: God with fo 
much carneſtneſs, as if the World had bzen 
cracking, and the frame of it ready to break 
in pieces, Pſal. 12. Help, Lord, for. tbe righte- 
ons man ceaſeth, and -the faithfull fail from a- 
mong the children of men: Intimating » Thar 
when": Faith fails from among men , nothing 
but a particular and immcdiace interpolition of 
th: Divine provdence can preſerve the Wagld 
trom falling into. confuſion. And our Bleſſed 
Saviour grvcs this as a ſign pf the cnd of the 
Work; and the: approaching diffolution of ,alf 
adnngs; when faith and trach ſhall hardly be 
tound anizong men,  Lrke 18:8. When the Son of 


man 


© IT —  - —o—— ——— 


ard Obligation of Ogtbs. 


mani comes, /hall.he, find Hor on the earth ? Thus 
ſtate of things doth Toudly .call for ' his co- 
ming to deftroy the 'World, winch is even 
ready. to diſſolve and fall in pieces of it ſelf, 
when theſe Bands and Pillars ' of humane Soct- 
cty do break and fail. And ſurely never in a- 
ny Age was this Sign of the coming of the 
Son of man more glaring and terrible than 1 
this degencrate Age wherein we live,, when al- 
moſt all forts of mcn ſeem to hayc broke looſe 
trom all obligations to faith and cruch. 

And therctore I do not know any Argu- 
ment more proper and uſetull- ro be treated of 
upon this Occaſion, than of the Nature and 

bligation of an Vath, which is the utmoſt 
ſccuruy: that one man can give to another, of 
the truth of what he faics;, the ſtrongeſt tye of 
fidelity , the ſureft ground of Judicial procee- 
dings,” and the firm and ſacred bond that 
can be 


adminiſtration of publick Juſtice; upon Judge , 
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for our 'Sreater affaranceand'comfort God hath 


- confirmed his promiſes to us by an Oath; con- 


deſcending hetein to deal with usafter the man- 
ner of men, who, when they would give cre- 
dit to'a doubtfull matter, confirm what they 
ſay by an Oath. And generally when any 
doubt or controverſte ariſeth between Partics 
concerning a matter of fact, one ſide affir- 
ming, and the other denying , an end 1s put 
to this conteſt by an Oath z Ar Oath fer con- 
firmation being to them an end of all flrife : - Ar 
Oath for confirmation , & #*8zkwov, for the greater 
affurance and eſtabliſhment of a thing : - Not , 
chat an Oath is alwaies a certain and infallible 
deciſion of things according to truth and 
right ; © bur, that this is the urmoſt credit that 
we carr give to any thing, and the ſt reſorr 
of rruth' and confidence. among men : 'Afﬀter 
this we car! go'no farther; for if the Religion 
of an Oath will not oblige men: ro ſpeak truth, 
nothing wit. ' This 1s the 'utmolk nr ee 
- 


men cap give, and, mult therefore be © | 
decifion'-of all conteſts'y A: Oath for 'tdwrfir- 
mariog ts to them an tnll of all flrife- © +2 
*Now'frotri onde pt Apt 
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-i4; To conſider che nature of Aſt n Oath, and | 
the-4inds:of it. 

; 2. To ſhew the great of and even neceſ 'y 
of Oaths, in many taſes. | 

3. To vindicate- the lanfulneſ of them : 
where they arc neceflary. | 

4. To. thew the ſacred: 6bligation of an Oath. 
I Nall be as brief 1n theſe as the juſt handling of 
them will bear. 

I. For the nature of an Oath, and. the kinds 
of it. An Oath 1s an invocation of God, or an 
appeal to him as a witneſs of the truth of what we 
Jay. $o that an Oath is a ſacred thing, as be- 
ing an act of Rcligion and an myvocation of 
the Name of God: And this, whether - the. 
Name of God be _— mentioned 1n it or 
not: If a man only tay,” 1 fwear, or 1-rake my. 
Varh, that athing 1s, or 18 not, fo, or fo; or that 
F-will, or will-nor, do fach a thing: Or if a man 
anſmer upon his Oath, bemg chr and required 
{5 xo dv! bet if” a' Mi To hy Heaven, or by 
Ertl, orby'a hat Hath tlation. 
© Ood ; fi Eh Mcſt cafes A mn Horth vircually-. 
CSE witneſs; And in{6 doing, hedoth by 

confequence myoke Hun 2s 4 Ju and-af 
INTE. cle: aha he 1weatsbe Ter tus: 
if this beexpreft; _ ia Formal 0a 
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/precadon but whether x./be, t.nQt,..a curſc 
upon our ſclves is always umplycd incaſe of per- 
JUr EP 4 | 7 . > * 4 F 
. There arc two ſorts of. Qaths, Aſ/ertory, and 
Promiſſory. An afſertory oath 15. when.a man at- 
firms or denics upon oath a matter of tact, paſt, 
or preſent : when he ſwears that a thing was, or 
1s ſo, ornot ſo. A promiſſory oath 18.4. promiſe 
confirmed by an oath, which always reſpccts 
ſomething that 1s future: And it 4 pronuſc 
be made directly and immediately to God, then 
ic 1s call'd a Vow; if to mer, an Oath: I procced 
ro the 
IT. Thing, which 1s to ſhew the great ſe 
and even neceſſity of | Oaths, in many caſes : 
Which is ſo great, that humanc Socicty can 
very hardly, it atall, ſubliſt long withour them. 
Government would many times bc. very jnſe- 
cure: And tor the faichfull diſcharge of Offices 
of great truſt, in which the welfare of the 
Pablick is nearly, concerned, , it 1s not pollible to 
find any ſecurity <quall to that of an Oath;z be- 
cauſe the obligation of that reacheth to the moſt 
ſecret 'and hidden. practices.of men, and takes 
hold of them'in many caſes where the penalty 
of no-lumaneLaw, can haye any awe. or, force 
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And among all Nations an Oath hath always 
been thought the encly peremptory, and fatf- 
factory way of deciding ſuch controverlics,: - 
HI. The th##d thing I propoſed, was to vin- 
dicate the Lawfzlneſs of, Oaths, where they arc 
neceſfary; And it is,a yery ſtrong inducement 
to bclieve the lawfulneſs at--them, ' that the.un- 
avoidable conditian- of . humane -aftazrs hath 
made them ſo necceſlary. The Apoſtl- takes it 
tor granted that an Oath 1s ;not,only. of great 
uſe 1n hymanc aftairs, but jn, many. cafes -&f 
great neccllity, to confirm! a- doubtful thing, 
arid to put-an end to controverties,, whichican; 
not- othorwiſe be decided to the ſatisfaction of 
the Parucs contending ; An- oath. for confirmation 
is to them an end of all ſtrife., And indeed ut- 1s 
hardly imaginable that. God ſhould not boos 
: cft 
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cothe peace and fecurity'of Mankind. © 
Buit'bccauſe there a Sed, ſprung _ our 
memory, whcy hath called 'uv quettion-the 
hwfwllnck'ot- all Oaths; to' the great miſchief 
and diſturbance of humane Society, I ſhalten- 
deavour'to ſearch this matter- to the bottom, 
and'to manifeſt how'unreafonable and ground- 
6 this Opinion is. - And to this cnd, I ſhall . 


_ - firſt, prove' the lawfulneſs of Oaths from 


the autorny of this Text, and from the rca- 
fons' plainly - contained, or ſtrongly 1mplied 
IN It; - . 

* Secondly, I ſhall ſhew the weakneſs and infut- 
fciency of the grounds of the contrary Opi- 
nion ; _—_— _ coal Or _ SP. 
ture, which laſt t ipally rely upon; a 
if- could bemade: A fecettihens Soul de- 
termine the calc. 

x. F ſhallprove-the lawfulneſs of Oaths from 
the autority-of this Texr, and the reaſons plain- 
ly contajned, -or ſtrongly implycd ir ic. - Be 
cawſe- the 'Apoſtle doth not only ſpeak of the 
uſe of Oaths among-men without any manner 
of cenſure and reproof, but as a commend- 
able cuſtome and prattice, and in many caſes 
neceſſary ,-for the confirmation of doubtfull 

matters, 
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marters,” and in order to- the finall deciſion of 
Controverſies and Diftcrences among men. For 
Firſt. He ſpeakes of it as the gencrall practice 
of Mankind, to confirm things by an oath in 
order to the ending of differences. Andindeed 
there is nothing that hath more univerſally ob- 
tained in all Ages and Nations of the World : 
than which there is not a more certain indication 
that athing 1 agrecable to the Law of Nature 
and the beſt Reaſon of Mankind. And that 
this was no degenerate practice of Mankind, 
like that of "7% army is from hence evident; 
that when God ſeparated a People to himſelt, 
it was practiſed among them, by the holy Pa- 
triarchs, Abraham, Iſaac, and Facob; and was 
afterwards not only allowcd, but in many Caſes 
commanded by the Law of Moſes; whnch had 
it been a thing evil in it ſelf and forbidden by 

the Law of Naturc, would not have been done. 
Secondly. Another undeniable Argument from 
che Text of the Lawfulncſs of Oarhs- is, thar 
God himfelt, in condeſceniion to the Cuſtome 
of men who uſe to confirm and give credit to 
what they ſay by an Oath, is repreſented by the 
Apoſtle as confirming his promiſe to us by an 
oath, verl. 13. When God made the promiſe to Abra- 
ham, becauſe he could ſwear by none greater, he: 
; [wears 
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ſwears by himſelf. For men verily ſwear by the 
greater ; and an oath for confirmation is to them 
an end of all ſtrife. Wherein God, willing more 
abundantly to ſbew unto the heirs of promiſe the 
tmmutability of his counſell, confirmed it by an 


oath : which he certainly would not have done, 


had an oath been unlawtull in it ſelf. For that 
had been to comply with men in an evil prac- 
rice, and by his own example to give COUnte- 
nanceto it inthe higheſt manner : But though 
God condefcend to repreſent himfelt to us 
after the manner of men, he never do's it in 
any thing that 1s in it's own nature eyil and 
{infull. 
Thirdly. From the great Uſctullneſs of Oaths 
in humane aftaires, to give credit and confir- 
mation £0 our word, and to put an end to Con- 
reftations. Now that which ſerves to fuch ex- 
ccllent purpoſes, and is ſo convenient for hu- 
mane fociety, and for mutual ſecurity and con- 
fidence among, men, ought nor cafily to be 
preſumed unlawtull,- till it be plainly proved 
to beſo. Andif we conſider the nature of an 
oath, andevery thing belonging to it, there is 
nothing that hath the leaſt appearance of ey1l 
in it. There 1s ſurcly no evil 1n it, as 1t 1s an 


act of religion; nor as it 15 an Appeal ro God 
as 
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aSa witneſs and avenger 1n caſe we ſwear fally ; 


nor as it 15a confirmation of a doubrfull mat- 
ter; nor asit puts an end to ſtrife and contro- 
verſy. And theſeareall the eſſential ingredients 
of an Oath,and the ends of 1t; and they arcall ſo 

ood, that they rather commend it, than give 
. leaſt colour of ground to condemn it. I 
procced 1n the 

2d. Place, to ſhew the weaknefs and inſuffici- 
ency of th: grounds of the contrary opinion ; 
whether from Reaſon, or from. Scripture. 

Firſt, from Reaſon. They ſay the neceſſity 
of an Oath is occaſioned by the want of cruth 
and fidelity my men. And that every man 
ought to demean himſclt with that faithfulneſs 
and intcgrity as may give credit and confirma- 
tion to his word ; and then Oaths will be need- 
leſs. This pretence will be fully anſwered, if 
we conſider theſe wo things. —@” +» 

1/t. That in matters of great importance no 
other obligation, beſides thar of an oath, hath 
been thought ſufficienr amongſt the beſt and 
wiſeſt of men to aſſert their fidelity to one ano- 
ther. Even the beſt men (to uſe the words of 
a great Author) have not trufted the beftl men with- 
out it, As weſce in very remarkable inſtances, 
where Oaths haye paſs'd berween thoſe who 

C1 might 
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might be thought to have the greateſt confi- 
dence in one another : As between Abraham and 
his old faichfull ſervant Eliezer, concerning the 
choice of a Wite for his Son : Berwcen Father 
and Son, Zacob and Foſeph, concerning the bu- 
riall of his Father in the Land of Canaan : Bc- 
tween two of the deareſt and moſt intimate 
Friends, David and Fouathan, to aflure their 
friendſhip to one another ; and it had its effect 
long after Jonathan's death in the ſaving of Me- 
phiboſheth, when reaſon of State and the ſecu- 


rity of his Throne ſeem'd to move David ſtrong- 


ly to the contrary ; forit 18cxpreſly ſaid 2 Sam. 
21.7. that David ſpared Mephiboſheth, Jonathan's 
Son, becauſe of the oath of the Lord that was be- 
tween them ; 1mplying, that had 1t not b:cn for 
his Oath, other con{1derations mught probably 
have prevail'd with him to have permutted him 
to have been cut off with the reſt of Saul's 
Children: 
2dly. This Reaſon, which 1s alledged againſt 
Oaths among men, is much ſtronger againſt 
God's confirnung his promiſes to _ 
For he who is Truth it ſelf is ſurely of all o- 
ther moſt to be credited upon his bare word, 
and his oath needlefs to give confirmation to it ; 
and yet he condeſcends to add his oath os 
| word ; 


y an Oath. . 
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word ; and therefore that reaſon is evidently of 
no force. 

Secondly, from Scripture. Our Saviour ſecms 
altogether to forbid ſwearing inany caſe, Matth. 
# 5.32,34- 7e have heard that it hath been ſaid tg 
them of old time, thou ſhalt not forſwear thy ſelf: but 
I ſay unto you ſwear not at all; neither by heaven,&cc. 
1 But let your communication be yea, yea, and nay,nay; 
| for whatſoever is more than theſe cometh of evil. And 
this Law St. James recites, chap.5. ver. 2. as that 
wiuch Chriſtians ought to have a very particu- 
lar and principal regard to ; above all things my 
Brethren ſwear not : And he makes the breach of 
| this Law a damning fin, /eaft ye fall into Condem- 
nation. Bur the Autority of our Saviour alone 
is ſufficient, and thercfore I ſhall only conſider 
mar Tent. 

And, becauſe here Iycs che main ſtrength of 
this opunion of the dane of Oaths, it 1s 
very fit that this Text be fully conſtder'dzand that 
it be made very evident, that it was not our Sa- 
viour's meaning by this prohibition wholly ro 
forbid the uſe of Oaths. 

Bur before I enter upon this matter, .T will 
readily grant, that chere is ſcarce any Errour- 
whatſocycr that hath a more plauſible colour. 
from Scripture, thanthis; which makes the a 
C3 (© 
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of thoſe who are ſeduced into it the more pity- 
able: Burt then it ought to bz confider'd, how 
much this Doctrine of the unlawtulneſs of oaths 
reflets upon the Chriſtian _—_— ſince it is 
ſo evidently prejudiciall both ro humane Socicty 
in generall, and particularly tothoſe perſons thar 


entertain it : neither of which ought raſhly to be } 
{ſuppoſed and taken for granted, concerning any | 
Lawdclivered by our Saviour:Becauſe upon theſe | 


terms it will be very hard for usto vindicate the 
divine wiſdom of our Saviour's Doctrine, and 
the Reaſonableneſs of the Chriſtian Religion. 
OF che inconveruence of this Doctrine to hu- 
- mane Society, I have ſpoken already. Bur be- 
ſides this, it 1s very prejudicial to-them that be- 
lieveit. It renders them ſuſpected ro Govern- 
ment, and in many caſes incapable of the com- 
mon, benefits of Juſtice and other priviledges of 
humane Society, and expoſeth them to great pc- 
nalties, as the Conſtitution of all Laws and Go- 
vernments at preſent 1s; and it 15 not cafy to1ma- 
gine how they ſhould be otherwiſe. And which 
1s very conſiderable in this matter, it fers thoſe 
who refuſe Oaths upon very unequall terms 
withthe reſt of Mankind, if where the: eſtates 
and lives of men are cqually concern, their 
bare teſtimonies ſhall be admitred pm = 
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Oath, and others ſhall be obliged to ſpeak upon 
Oath : Nothing being more certain 1n cxperi- 
ence, than that many men will Iye for their in- 
tereſt, when they. will not be perjured ; God ha- 
ving plantcd in the natural Confſciences of men 
a ſecret dread of perjury above molt other 


| fins. And this inconvenience 1s ſo great, as to 
| render thoſe who refuſe oaths in all caſes almoſt 
| intolerable to hamane Society.I ſpeak not this et- 


ther to bring them into troubke, or to perſwade 
them to meaſure truth by their intereſt: But 
on the other hand I muſt needs ſay, that it is no 
Argument either of a wiſe or good man to take 
up any opinion, eſpecially ſuch a one as 1s great- 
ly to his prejudice upon ſlight grounds. And 
this very contideration, that it 1s fo much to 
their inconvenience, may juſtly move them to 
be very carctull in the examination of 1t. 

This being premis'd, I come now to explain 
this Prohibition of our Saviour ; and to this 
purpoſe, I deſire theſe three things may be well 
conlider'd. 

Firft, That ſeverall circumſtances of theſe 
words of our Saviour do manifeſtly ſhew that 


they ought to be interpreted in a limited ſenſe, 


as only torbidding ſwearing 1n common. con- 
verſation ; needleſe and heed/eſs oaths (as one 
expreſſeth 
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-expreſicth it) and. i. general , all voluntary 
- {wearing, unleſs upon fome.great and. weighty 
cauſe, in whichthe glory of God and the good 
of the ſouls of Men 1s.concerned.. For:that in 

ſuch caſes a voluntary oath may, be lawtull, 1 


am induced to believe from the example of 
St, Paul, who uſeth it more thanonce upon ſuch 


occaſions ; of which I ſhall hereafter give par- | 


ticular inſtances. __ 

And tlus was the ſenſe of Wiſe men among 
the Heathens, that men ſhould nor ſwear but 
upon neceſlity and great occalion. Thus Ezſe- 


bius the Philoſopher in Stobeus, counſels men. 
Some (ſays he) adviſe men to be carefull to ſwear | 


the truth ; but I adviſe principally that men do not 


eaſily ſwear at all, that 1s, not upon any ſhght,but | 


oy upon weighty occaſions: To the ſame pur- 
poſc 


Epiftetus, Shun oaths wholly, if it be poſſible ; if | 


not, however as much as thou canſft: Ando likewiſe 


Simplicius-n, his Comment upon him, "We ought | 


wholly to ſhun ſwearing,except upon occaſions of great 
neceſſity: And Cuintilian among the Romans, 
Intotum jurare, niſt ubi neceſſe eſt, graui viro- pa- 
xum-convenit ; 1g ſmear at alh, except where. it is 
neceſſary, do's not well ſuite with a wiſe man. 

And, that this Prohibition of our Savieur's 
ought to be underitood. of oaths: in ordinary 
| | CONnN- 
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converſation,appears from the-oppoſition which 
our Saviour makes, Swear not at all; but tet 
your communication be yea, yea; That is, in your 
ordinary commerce and affairs do not inter- 
poſe oaths, but fay and do. And this is- very 
much confirmed, in that our Saviour do's not 
under this general Prohibition, inſtance in ſuch 
oaths as arc expreſly by the name of God: The 
reaſon whereof is this ; The Fews thought it 
unlawfullin ordinary communication to ſwear 


exprelly by the name of God, but lawfull to 


ſwear by the Creatures, as by Heaven and 
Earth, 8c. So that our Saviour's mcaning is, 


as if he had faid; You think you may ſwear in 


common converſation, provided you do not 
ſwear by the name of God ; but I fay unto 
you, let your communication be withour oaths 
of any kind: you ſhall notſo much asſwear by 
heaven or by earth, becauſe God 1s virtually in- 


! vokedinevery oath. Andunleſs we ſuppoſe this 
| to be our Sayiour's meaning, Ido not fee what 


ood Reaſon can be given why our Saviour 
uld only forbid them to ſwear by the Crea- 
tures, and not much rather by the Name of God; 
ſuch oaths being ſurely of all others moſt to be 
avoided, as being the moſt direct abuſe and pro- 

fanation of the. Name of God. cf 
7 Secondly, 
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; Secondly, It is very conſiderable tothe explain: 
ng of this Prohibition, that there are the like 


general expreſſions un other . Fewi/h Authours 


concerning this very matter, which yer muſt 
of neceſtiry be thus limited. Maimonades, from 
the ancient Rebbies, gives this Rule, that it -is 
beſt not to ſwear at all. And Philo uſcth almoſt the 
ſame words. And Rabbi Jonathan comes very 
near our Saviour's expreſſion, when he ſays, The 
juſt man will not fwear at all; not ſo much as by: the 
common Names of God, nor by his Attributes, nor by 


his Works, as by Heaven, or the Angels, or the Law." 


Now it 1s not imaginable, that theſe karned 
eres ſhould condemn Oaths in all cafes, when 
the Law of Moſes did mn many cafes exprefly re- 
quure them. And therctore they are to be un- 
derftoodof voluntary oaths in ordinary conver- 
fation. And that the ewes meant this bynotfwear- 
ingatal}, ſcems to. every plain from 2 patfage 
in Joſephng, who. fays- that the SeF of the Efenes 
forbad their Diſciptes to fwear ae all; and yer 
he tells us at the fame tunc, that ehey who were 
admitted into that Se#, took an-oath to obſerye 
the Laws and Rules of n. Sothat they whofor- 
bad to ſwear ac all, allowed of Oaths unpoſed 
by the Auchonty ob Superiours, - 
Thirdly, which will pererapeonity decide this 


Marccr, 
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matter, this Prohibition of our Saviour's cannot 
be underſtood to forbid all Oaths, without a 
plain contradiction to the undoubted practice 
of the primitive Chriſtians, and of the Apoſtles, 
and even of our Lord himſelf. Origen and Ter- 
tallian tell us, that the Chriſtians refuſed to 
ſwear by the Emperour's Genizs ; not becauſe ir 
wasan Oath, but becauſe they thought it ro be 
Idolatrous : But the ſame Tertullian ſays, that 
the Chriſtians were willing to ſwear per ſaluten 
Imperatoris, by the health and fefer of the Emper- 
our. . Athanaſius, being; accuſe 

purged himſelf by oath, and defired thac his Ac- 
cufer might be put to tis Oath, ſub atte/tatione 
weritatis, by calling the truth to witneſs : by which 
form (ſays he) we Chriftians are wont to ſwear. But, 
whichis more thar this, St. Pau}, upon weighty 
occaſions, do's feyerall rimes ih his Epiſtles cal 
God to witneſs for the truth of what he fays ; 
which t the very formality of an Oach.. God is 
my witneſs, Rom: t. 9. As God is true, our word was 
20t yea and nay, 2 Cor.1.18. and v. 23. I call God 
for a record upon my Soul. Before God I lye not, Gal. 
1.20. God is my record, Philip.t.8. God is my wit- 
neſs, 1 Thefſ. 2. 5. Theſe arc all unqueſtionable 


—— 


oaths; which'we cannot imagine St.Paul! would 
have ufed, had they been directly contrary” 
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to our Saviour's Law.., And whereas -ſome de- 


fendthis upon account of his extraordinary In- 


ſpiration, I cannot poſlibly ſee how this mends 
e matter. For ſurcly it is very inconyenient 

to ſay that they who were to teach the Precepts 

of Chriſt to others, did themſelves break them 

by Inſpiration. 

 ButI go yet farther, and ſhall urge an exam- 


ple b-yond all exception, 


Our Saviour himſelf (who ſurcly would not 
be the firſt example of breaking his own Laws) 
did not refuſe to anſwer upon Oath, being cal- 
led thereto at his Tryall. 'So we find Marth. 26. 
63.1 he high Prieſt ſaid unto him,T adjure thee by the 
living God, that thou tell us whether thou be the Chriſt 
the Son of God ; that is, he- required hina to an- 
{wer this queſtion upon Oath. For among the 
Zewes, the formi of giving an oath to witneſlcs 
and others, was not by. tendering a formal oath 
co them, asthe cuſtome 1s among us; but by 
adjuring them, that is, requiring = to anſwer 
upon oath: As1s plain from Lewit.5.1. If a man 


hear the woice of ſwearing, and is a witneſs whether 
he hath ſeen or known of ſuch a thing, if be do not 
utter zt, then he ſball bear his Iniquity. If he have 
heard the voice of ſwearing, that 1s, if being adju- 
red or demanded to anfwer upon oath, concern- 
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ing what he hath ſcen or heatd, he do not ut- 
ter the truth, he is perjured. Now to' this ad- 
juration of the high Prieſt, our Saviour anſwer- 
ed, thou uf ſaid : which words are not anayoid- 
ing toanſwer (as ſome have thought) but a di- 
rect anſwer; asif he had faid, it is as thou ſayeft; 
it is even ſo, I am the Son of God. For upon thi 

anſwer the high Prieſt ſaid, he hath (| 0 blaſ. 
phemy. Bur, to put the matrer;beyond all doubt, 
Se. Mark tells us, Mark 1 4.61.. that he being asked 
by the high Prieſt, Art thou the C x the Son of 


the Bleſſed ? He anſwered, Tam. Sothat unleſs we 


will interpret our Saviour's Doctrine 'con 


to his own practice, we carinot underſtand him 


to forbid all Oaths; and conſequently rhey are 
nor unlawfull. 


L have becn the longer upon this, thar I might 


give clear farisfaction in this matter to'thoſe that 
are willing to recieve It. 

Asfor the Ceremonies in uſe among us inthe ta- 
king of Oaths,it1sno juſt Exception againſtthem, 


that they are not found in Scripture. . For this 


was always matter of Liberty ; and ſeveral Na- 
tions have uſcd ſeveral Rites and Ceremonies in 
their Oaths. It was the cuſtome of the Grecians, 
toſwear laying their hands upon the Altar, god 
fanflifſimum jujurandum weft havitum, ({.'ith 2; Gel- 
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lins) which-was looked upon as the moſt ſacred form 
of Swearing. The Romans were wont Fovem L2- 
pidem jurare ;. that is, he. that ſwore by Fapiter 
held'a Flint-Rone in his hand, and flung it vio- 
lently from him, with thefe words, $1 fczens fallo 
ita me Jupiter bonis omnibus ejtciat ut ego hunc La- 
pidem:; If I knowingly falfify, God ſo throw me out 
of all my pofſefſtons as I do this ſtone. 

In Scriptare there are 1wo Ceremones .men- 
tioned of Swearing. One, of putting 'the hand 
under the Thigh of him to whom the Oath was 
made. . Thus Elezer fwore to Abraham, Gen.24. 
and- Foſephto Facob, Ger.q7. The other was by 
lifting up the hand to heaven : Thus Abraham ex- 
prefleth the manner of an Oath, Ger. 14. 22. I 
have lift up my hand to the moſt high God. And 
thus God condeſcending to the manner of men, 
cxpreſſeth himafelf, Dex#.32.40. If I lift up my hand 
10 heaven,and ſwear.In allufion tothiscuſtome 
Pſalmiſt deſcribesthe Perjured perſon, Pſal. 14.4. 
8: Whoſe mouth fpenheth vanity; and mhoſe right 
hand is a right hand of falſhood. And there is. 
not the leall intianion 1n Seripture, that either 
of theſe Ceremonies were preſcribed and ap- 
pointed by God, but volumtanly inſtituted and 
taken upby men. And thus among. us the Ce- 
remony & Swearing 15 by laying the hand on the | 

| holy 
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boly Gofpeb and k:/fng the Book ; which is both 
yery ſolemn and figniticant. And this 19 therea+ 
fon why this folemnkind of Oath 1s called a cor- 
porall Oath, and wasanciemly ſo called; becauſe 
the fignor ceremony of 1t ts performed by forme 
part of the Body. And this Solemnity 'ts/ ans ag- 
gravation of the Perjury, becauſe it makes 16 
both more deliberate, and more ſcandalous. 
I ſhall fpeak but bricfly to the 

IV. And aft particular, viz. the facred ob1iga- 
tion of an Oath: becauſe it 15a ſolemn appeal to 
God as a witn.is of the truth of what we fay :; 


ToGod, I fay, trom whoſe piercing and all-ſcc- 


EG, from whote perfect and infinite knows 
ledge, nothing is or can be hid : So! that there 


15 not a thought in our heart but he fees it, nor a. 


word 11 our tongue but he diſcerns the truthor 
falthood of it. Whenever we fwear, we appeal 
-ro his knowledge, andreter our felycs ro: his juſt 
| ent, who 1sthe poweutnll Patron and Pro- 


_ reftour of Right, and the Alnughty Judgeand 


Avengcr of all falthood: and unmghtdouinets 
Ser that 1£14 mat pothble for men to lay » more 
facred andfolemnobligaton uportherConfeit 
enccs, than by the Religion of an Oath. © Mofes 
veny; well cxprefleth it, by bizding.onur [are{vwith a 
band. Numb:30.3. If a mean wear ati oath} to bind 


his 


— 
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his ſoul with a bond; intimating that he that 


| ſwears, laysthe ſtrongeſt obligation upon him- 


ſelf, and puts his Soul in pawn for the truth 
of whathe ſays. And this obligation no man 
can' violate, but at the utmoſt peril of the judge- 
ment and vengeance of God. For every 

implies a Curſe upon our ſelves, in cafe of Per- 
jury, as Plutarch obſerves. And this was always 
the ſenſe of Mankind, concerming the obligation 
of Oaths. Nullum vinculum ad aſtringendam fi- 
dem majores noſtri jurejurando arftius efſe volue- 
runt, ſaith Tully; Our fore-fathers had no ſtrifter 
bond, whereby to oblige the faith of men to one ano- 
ther, than that of an Oath. Tothe ſame purpoſe 1s 
that in the Comedian, Aliud fi ſcirem, qui firmare 
meam apud vos poſſem fidem, ſanftius quam jusju- 
randum,id pollicerer tibi. If I knew any thing more 
ſacred than an Oath, whereby to confirm to you the 


 truthof what I ſay, Iwould make uſe of it. 


1 will crave your patience a little longer, 
whuleft by way of inference from this Diſ- 
courſc, I repreſent to youthe great Sin of Swear- 
ing in common converſation, upon trivial and neced- 
lefs occaſions ; and the hainouſneſs of the ſin of 
Perjury. . | 

1. Firſt. Thegreat {in of Swearing, upon tri- 
vial and needleſs occaſions, in common _ 

' ation 
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ſation. Becauſe.am Oath is a ſolemn thing, and 


reſerved for. great ' occafions, to. give con- 


firmation to our word 1n ſome weighty matter, 
and to put an end to controverſies which can- 
not otherwiſe be percmptorily and fatisfaRtorily 


decided, And therefore to uſe Oaths upon light | 


occaſions, argues great profaneneſs and irrever- 
ence of Almighty God. So Ulpian the great 
Roman Lawyer obſerves, Nonnullos efſe facile ad 
jurandum contemptu Religionis, that mens proneneſs 
to ſwearing comes from a contempt of Religion ; than 
which nothing diſpoſeth men more to Atheiſm 
and Infidelity. Beſides that it doth many times 
ſuxprize men unawares into Perjury : And how 
 caait be otherwiſe, when men uſe to interlard 
all __ careleſs talk with Oaths, but that they 

uſt often be perjur'd ? And which 1s worſe, it 
Prepares men = deliberate perjury : For with 
thoſe who are accuſtomed to ſwear upon light 
occafions, an Oath will go off with them more 
roundly about weighticr matters. From a.common 
cuſtome of ſwearing (faith Hierocles ) men eaſily ſlide 
into perjury ©\ Therefore (ſays he) if thou wouldeſt 
n0t be perjured, do not uſe to ſwear. And this. per- 
haps 1s the meaning of St. Fames, when he cau- 
tions Chriſtians ſo vehemently againſt common 
{WCALIng, i»z 4 ds /aixgios mion's, tor fo fome _ 
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beſt ancient Copies read 1t) /eaft ye fall into bypo- 
criſy,thar 1s, leaſt ye lye and be perqured, by uſing 
your ſclvesto raſh and inconſiderate fwearing, 
And men expoſe themſelves to this danger to 
no purpoſe ; Oaths in common diſcourſe bein 
fo far from confirming a man's word, that wah 
wife men they much weakenit: For common 
fwearing (if it haveany ſerious meaning art all) 
argues in a man a perpetual diſtruſt of his own 


reputation, and- is an acknowledgment that he 


thinks his bare word not to b: worthy-of cr-- 
dir. Andit 1s fo far from adorning and filling 
2 man's diſcourſe, that 1t makes 1t look ſwolte 
and bloated, and more bold and bluſtring than 
becomes pzrſons of gentle and. - breeding. 
Beſides, that 1t.15-a great incivilty, becauſe it 
highly. oftends and grates upon all fober and 
confid-rate perſons; who. cannot be preſumed 
with any manner of caſe. and- patience to hear 
God aftronted, and his great _ slorious Name 
{oirreverently toſt upon every ſhghr occaſion. 
And it 1s no excutc to men that many times 
they do it ignorantly, and not- obſerving and 
knowing what they do. For certainly 1t 1s no 


ext:nuation of a fault, that a man-hath gor the 


habir of it ſo pertect, that he commits it when 


ke do's not think of ir: Which conſideration 
ſhould 
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ſhould make men oppoſe the beginnings of this 
Vice, let it grow into a habut very hard to be left. 
Nemo novit, nift qui expertits eft, quam ſit difficile 
conſuetudinem jrrandi extinguere, ſaith St. Auſtin 


No man knews, but he that hath tryed, how hard it is 


to get rid of this cuftome of Swearing : Bat yct it 18 
certain men may do 1t, by reſolution, and great 
care of themſclves: For he that can chuſe whe- 
ther he will fpeak or not, can chuſe whether he 
will ſwear or not when he ſpeaks. Major conſue- 
tudo majorem intentionem fiagitat ; The more in- 
weterate a cuftome is, the greater care ſhould be uſed 
to break cur ſelves of it. 

In thort, Thus practice 1s ſo contrary to fo plain 
a Precept of our Saviour, and by the breach 


\ whercot we incurr fo greata danger (as St. James 


aſſures us) that it muſt be a great charity that 
can find out a way to reconcile a common 
cuſtome of ſwearing with a ſcrious belict of the 
Chriſtian Religion: Which I would ro God thoſe 
who arc concerned would ſeriouſly lay ro: heart. 
Eſpecially, ſince this Sin of all others hath the 
leaſt of "Temptation to it. Profit or Pleaſure 
there 15 none 1n it; nor any thing in mens na- 
eurall ecmpers to incite them to 1t. For though 
ſome men pour out Oaths ſo treely as if rhey 
came 'naturally from them, yet ſurely no mans 
bora of a ſwearing conſtitution. = All 
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docs not intend to perform. | 
the very act of ſwearing 1s-Perjury. And ſo like- | 
wiſe when a man promuſeth upon oath to do that | 
-which it 15 unlawfull for hum-to. do 5; becauſe * 


"All that can be pretended forit, is Cuſtome 
and Faſhion : But,'to ſhew that this 1s no Excuſe, 


it is very obſervable, that 1t1s particularly in the 


matter -of 'Oaths and Perjury that the Holy 


Ghoſt gives that caution, 7hou ſbalt not follow a 


multitude to do-evil. | 


And laſtly, it deferves to be conſidered, that 


this ſin is ſo much the greater becauſe of the fre- 
quent returns of it, in thoſe that arc accuſtomed 


to-it. Sothat although it were but ſmall in it 
ſelf (as1t is not) yet the frequent practice of this 
{in would quickly mount itup toa great ſcore. 
2. Secondly, To repreſent the heinouſneſs of 
the ſin of Perjury. But bcfore I aggravare this 
Crime, it 15 fit to let men know how.many ways 


they may be guilty of it. 


1/t, When a man aſſerts upon. oath what he 
knows'to be otherwiſe : Or pas what he 
n both theſe caſes 


this oath1s contrary toa former obligation. - 
; .2dly. When a mani1s uncertain whether what 


the ſwears to be true... This likewiſe 15 Perjury, in 


theact ;'though not of the ſame degree of guik 
withthe former, becauſe x not ſo tully and < 
| rectly 
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rely againſt his knowledge and conſcience. For 
men ought to be certain of the truch of 'whar 
they aſſcrt upon oath, and not to ſwear at a ven- 
ture. And therefore no-man ought poſitively to 
ſwear to the truth of any thing bur whathehim- 
ſelf hath ſeen or heard: This being the higheſt 
aſſurance men are capable of in this world. In 
like manner, he1s guilty of perjury m the ſame 


degree, who promuſech upon oath what he is not = 


— and reaſonably certain he ſhall be able 


to perform. Fn POR 
3dly. They arc likewiſe guilty of Perjury,who 


do not uſe great plainnefs and ſimplicity in 


oaths; but anſwer equivecally and doubrfully;or 


VFith reſervation of ſomething in their minds, 
thinking thereby to falve the trath of what they 
ſay. And we all know who they arc'that:make 
uſe of theſe arts, and maintain them to be law- 
full; ro the infimre ſcandall. of th: Chriſtian 
Religion, and prejudice of humane Society, by 


doing what in them lyes to deſtroy. all: Faith - 
and mutual Confidence : among met Fot | 


whatcan be a greater attronr to God,: than to 
uſe his Name to deceive men ?: And whar can 
more directly overthrow the great end and uſe 
of qaths, which arc for confirmation, and to pit ar 
end toſtrife? Whereas by 
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. fr inthe ſame uncercainty 1t was before, and 
there1snodecition of it. For there 1s hardly any 


form of words can be deviſed ſo plain, as not to 


| belyable to Equivocation: To be ſure, a man 


whenhe ſwears, may always reſerve ſomethin 

in his mind which will quite alter the ſenſe of 
what eyer he can fay or promiſe upon oath. And 
tius may be lazd down for a certam Rule, That 
all departure trom the ſimplicity of an oarh, is a 


degree of Perjury; anda man1snevera whitthe 


leſs forfworn, becauſe his perjury 1s a little finer 


and more artificiall than ordinary. And though 


men think by this device to fave th-mſclves 
harmleſsfrom the guilt of ſo greata Sin,they do 
really increaſe it, by adding to their 1in1quity the 
impudent folly of mocking God and deceiving 

themſelves. ; | 
And whereas 1t 1s pleaded, in the favour of 
mental reſervation, that the whole Propoſiuon, as 
madeupot what is'expreſt in words and of that 
which 1s reſerved 1n the mind,istruc;Forinſtance, 
if a man being ask'd upon Oath whether he be a 
Prieſt,ſhall antwer he 1s nor,reſerving in his mind 
that he is not a Pricſt of Bacchus, or ſome ſuch 
thing, the whole Propohtion is rruc, and then 
they. ſay: a man may ſwear tothat which1s'tgue, 
without dangcr of perjury : This 1s of no force, 
becauſe 
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becauſe, though the whole Propaſition he true, 


it 15 deceitfull, and contrary. to that fincerity 
which ought to be;in an oath: And che end of 
an oath 1s, hereby likewiſe defeated, which 5 to 
aſcertain the truth of what we.ſay : But if a-man 
reſerve ſomething in his mind which alters. the 
ruth of what he ſays, the thing 1s till as doubr- 
full angl uncertain as it was betore..  Belides, if 
this be a good reaſon, a man may ſwear with rc> 
' ſervation 1n all caſes, becauſc the reaſon equally 
extends toall caſes; for if the truth of «the Pro- 
poſition,as made up of what 1s expreſs; mn words 
and reſerv'd in the mind,will excuſea man from ' 
Perjury, . then no_,man can.be perjur'd that 
ſwears with reſervation: Bur.this the C _ of 
the Roman Church do not allow, but only in 
ſome particular caſcs, as before an © incompetent 
7udge, or the like; for they ſee well enough that 
if this wereallow'd 1n all caſes, it would deſtroy 
All tairh among men. And therefore {ince the 
rcaſon cxt:nds alke to all caf-s, it is plain thas 
it15to be allow'd in none... | 5 53208 
athly. He is guilty of . Perjury after. the act; 
who having a rcal intention when he ſwears, to 
rform what he promuſcth, yerafrerwards neg- 
ſets ro doit: Not for want of Power (for folong 
as that continues . the obligation ccaſcrh): bur 
tor 
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for want of Will, -and due regard to his oath. 
Now-that-Perjury is a moſt heinous Sin, is 
evident, \ becauſe it 1s contrary to'fo plain and 
cat a\Law of God z one of the ten Words or 
recepts of rhe Moral Law, Thou ſhalt not take 
the Name of the Lord thy God in vain; thou ſhalt 
not bring or apply the name of God to a fal{- 
hood: Ge, as Foſephus renders 1t, Thou ſhalt not 
adjure God to a falſe thing : Which our Saviour 
renders yet more plainly, Matth.5.33. Thou ſhalt 
not forſwear thy ſelf. For he ſeems to refer to the 
third Commandment when he ſays,7e have heard 
that it was faid to them of old time, thou ſhalt not 
forſwear thy ſelf, as he had -done before to the 62h. 
and 7th. when he ſays, It was ſaid to them of old 
time, thou ſhalt not kill, thou ſhalt not commit adul- 
tery. Sothat the primary, if not the ſole intention 
of this Law, Thou ſbalt not take the name of the 
Lord thy God in wain, is to forbid the great {in of 
Perjury. And 1 do not remember that in Scrip- 
rure the phraſc of taking God's name in wain, 1s 
uſed in any other ſenſe. And thus it is certainl 
uſed; Prov.30.9. Leſt I be poor and ſteal, and _ 
the name of the Lord my God in vain: i, e. leſt Po- 
vetty ſhould cempt meto ſteal, and ſtealth ſhould 
engage me1n Perjury. For among the Jens an 
oath was tendered to him that was ſuſpected of 
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theft, asappears from Levir.6.2. where it 15 ſaid, 
If any one be guilty of theft, and lyeth concerning it, 
or ſweareth fa{fly; he ſhall reftore all that about 
which he hath ſworn falſly. Left 1 flea, and take the 
name of the Lord my God in-vain; that 1s, be perju- 
ted, being examined upon oath concerning a 
thing ſtoln. And for this reaſon the thief and the 
perjured perſon are put together, Zech.5.4.where 
1t is ſaid, that a curſe ſball enter into the houſe of the 
thief, and of him that ſweareth falſly by the name of 
God. From all which it1s very probable, that the 
whole intention of the 3d. Commandment is to 
forbid this great {in of Perjury. To deterr men 
from ares a ſevere threatning 1s there added ; 
for the Lord will not hold him guiltleſs that taketh hjs 
name inwvain; that 1s, hc will molt ſeverely pu- 
niſh ſuch a one. And 'tis very obſcravble, that 
there is no threatning added to any other Com- 
mandment, but to th:s and the 7 rar Intima- 
ting to us that next to Idolatry and. che worſhi 
of a falſe God, Perjury 1s one of the greateſt i 
fronts that can be Mſcred to the divine Majeſty. 
This 15 one of thoſe {ins that cries ſo loud ro Hea- 
yen, and quickens the. pace of God's judgments, 
. Mal.3.9. I will come near to you in judgment, ant be 
a ſwift wirteſ; «ainſi the ſmearer. For this God 
threatens utter deitruttion -to 'the man and his 
-houſe, Zech.5.4. ſpeaking of the. curſe that goerh 
; ""_ 
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over the face of the whole earth; God (ſayshe) will 
bring it forth, and it ſhall enter into the houſe of him 
that ſweareth falfly by the name of Gog, and (hall re- 
main in the midſt of his houſe, and ſha# conſume it, 
with the timber thereof and the ſtones thereof. It ſhall 


remain in the midft of his houſe, and ſhall confume 


it. Thus (in by the ſecret judgment of God un- 
dermines Eſtates and Famulics, to the utter rune 
of them. And among the Heathen it was always 
reckoned one of the greateſt of Crimes, and 
which they did believe God did not only puniſh 
upon the guilty perſon himſelf, but upon his 
fanuly poſterity ; and many times upon 
whole Nations, as the Prophet allo tells us, that 


becauſe of Oaths the Land mourns. 


I necd not uſe many. words to aggravate this 
{in; it iscertainly a Crime of the highelt nature. 
Deliberate Perjury being directly againſt a man's 
knowledge, ſo that no'man can commut it with- 
out ſtaring his Conſcience in the face ; which 1s 
one of the greateſt aggrayations of any Crime. 
And it is cqually a {in againſt both Tables, being 
the higheſt affront to God, and of moſt injuri- 
ous conſequenceto men.lt is an horrible abuſe of 
the name of God,an ay contempt of his Judg- 
mentand an inſolent defiance of his Vengeance: 


And i reſpect of men, it tsnotonly a wrong to 
this or that particular perſon who ſuffers Wo it, 
_ EEG ut 
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bu Treaſon againſt humane-Socicry;: fubverting 


at once the foundations of - publick Peace and Ju- 
ſtice, and the private ſecurity of every man's life 
and fortune. It 15a defeating of , the beſt and laſt 
way that the wiſdome of men could deviſc-for the 
deciſion of doubttull matters. Solomon very fully 
and clcgantly exprefleth the deſtructive nature of 
this ſin, Prov. 25. 18. A falſe witneſs againſt hisneigh-. 
boer, is a maul;and a ſword, and a ſharp arrow : Imtima- 
ting, that amongſt all the inſtruments of ruine 
and miſchief that: have bcen deviſed by mankind, 
none 1s of more - pernicious conſequence to hu- 
mane Soctcry than ncruary: and breach of Faith. Ir 
is a peſtilence that uſually walketh in darkneſs, and a 
ſecret ſtab and blow againſt whuch many tumes 
there is no poſlibility of defence. 

And therefore it highly concerns thoſe whoupon 
theſeand the like occaſions are called upon their 
Oath, whether as Jurors Or Witneſſes, ro ſet God be- 
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fore their x to and to haye his fear in their hearts,. 


whenever t 
vern and diſcharge their confciences in this matter 
by known and approved Rules; and by the Reſo- 
lutions of pious and wiſe men; and not by the looſe 
Reafonings and Reſolutions of Pamphlets, fent 
abroad to ſerve the turns of unpeaceable; and 1ll- 
minded men (whether Arheiſts,or Papiſts,or others) 
on purpoſe to debauch the Conſciences of men by 

teaching 


ey come'to take an oath : And to go- | 
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teaching them to playfaſt and looſe withoaths. And 

it 15a very fad ſignot the decay of Chriſtian Reli- 
10n0-amonglt us, to ſee fo many who call them- 
lves Chriſtians, to make ſo little conſcience of fo 

Yreat a fin, as cven the Light of Nature would 
luſh and tremble art. 

f will conclude all with thoſe excellent Sayings of 
the Son of Sirach concerning theſe two fins (I have 
been ſpeaking of) of Profane Swearing,and Perjury, 
Eccle. 23.9,10,8&c. Accuſtome not thy mouth to ſwear- 
ing; neither uſe thy ſelf to the naming of the holy Onei A 
man that uſeth much ſwearing ſhall be filled with iniqui- 
ty;and the plague ſhall never depart from his houſe. If he 
fhall offend, his fin ſhall be upon him and if he acknow- 
ledpe nothis fin, the maketh a double offence. And if he 
ſwear falſly,he ſhall not be innocent,but his hoxſe ſha'l be 
full of calamities.And to repreſent to us the dreadful 
natare of this ſin of Perjury, There is (faith-he) a word 
that tis clothed about with death, meaning a raſh and 
falſe Oath ; - There is @ word that is clothed about with 
death,God grant it be not foind'in the heritage of Facob: 
For all ſuch things ſhall be far from the godly ; | and they 
will not wallow in theſe ſins. From which God preſerye 
all good men, and make them carctful to preſerve 
themſelves ; as they value the preſent peace of their. 
own conſfciences, and the fayour of Almighty God 
in this World and the other, for his Metcies fake 1n 
Feſus Chriſt. To whom, S&c. Iv. 
4 (NP FINIS. > 


